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Before and After: What We Keep
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Joyce Slochower, PhD
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It's widely agreed that analyses must come to an end; indeed, termination is both the fate and goal of
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psychoanalysis, an ideal that has remained largely unquestioned across the theoretical continuum. Do
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we still believe in it? What about those times when not terminating may be in the patient’s best
interest? Complicating all this is an open secret: Among professionals, complete terminations are rare
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indeed; our own training analyses most often morph into other kinds of professional and personal
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connections. Because these relationships are often colored by shame and anxiety, they have remained
sequestered from examination. In this presentation | examine and challenge termination as an analytic
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goal lodged in assumptions about the nature of human connectedness, loss, and separation.
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Friday, January 20, 2012
8:00 pm
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Joyce Slochower, PhD Faculty, NYU Postdoctoral Program in Psychtherapy and Psychoanalysis; The
Stephen Mitchell Center for Relational Studies; National Institute for the Psychotherapies; and the
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Psychoanalytic Institute of Northern California, in San Francisco. She is Professor Emerita, Hunter
College, CUNY. She is on the American Editorial Board of the International Journal of Psychoanalysis,
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Psychoanalytic Dialogues, and Ricerca Psicoanalitica. Has published over 50 articles on various aspects
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of psychoanalytic theory and technique and is the author of Holding and Psychoanalysis: A Relational
Perspective, and Psychoanalytic Collisions.
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LOCATION: NYU Kimmel Center, 60 Washington Square South @ LaGuardia Place, Room 406

Please contact 212.422.1221 or email minstitute@aol.com with questions.
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Suggested contribution: $10 at the door. No registration required.
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