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Summary, Theoretical and Clinical Challenges, Discussion 

Dr. lody Messler Davies presented on the complex vicissitudes of sexual identity and expression and the problematic 
and common constriction and bifurcation of gender and sexual expression, and how this psychoanalytically relates to 
an individual's internalized and split off object relations with oedipal objects. With the exploration of theory past and 
more present, and three very powerful vignettes of her clinical work, Dr. Messler Davies invited us to move away from 
the concept of positive and negative oedipal configurations, and psychosexual models of normative sexual 
development, and to instead observe with her a "kaleidoscope" of interacting erotic self/other paradigms. She 
elaborated on her conceptualization of "Primary Oedipal Constellation" and "Secondary Oedipal Constellation"; 
primary oedipal constellation referring to the "primary" gender of one's attraction and the corresponding gender of the 
parent with which oedipal erotic desires or object relating are manifest consciously or unconsciously, and secondary 
oedipal constellation referring to the gender one is less erotically attracted to and the similar ramifications of oedipal 
object relating but with the other parent. Due to oedipal guilt, shame, victory or failure, Dr. Messler Davies examined 
the subsequent effects of repression and dissociation in either dimension of primary or secondary constellations of 
experience, and consequent reenactment and acting out behavior leading to distress in erotic object relating. Dr. 
Messler Davies attempted to deconstruct the false binary between heterosexuality and homosexuality with the 
conceptualization of a more dynamic access to and interplay ofprimary and secondary oedipal constellations that 
embrace a more bisexual or perhaps fluid experience of one's sexuality. 

Clinical vignettes oflong term psychoanalytic work were illustrated with transference/countertransference process, 
dream analysis and a deeper understanding of "evacuated" or disavowed projected homo/heteroerotic desires within 
the psychoanalytic dyad. Dr. Messler Davies detailed the difficulties in the romantic and erotic relating of her patients 
and the curative process that allowed for the psychic space that holds both dual constellations. Further, the more fluid 
interplay between primary and secondary oedipal constellations did not change sexual orientation but allowed for freer 
and less distressing expression of erotic self in relation with others. Processes also centered on analyst feelings and 
countertransference, particularly at times of heightened intensity in working through the erotic transference of her 
patients. 

Discussion elaborated on the meaning and justification for her conceptualizations. Dr. Messler Davies' work appears 
to be a step closer toward a postmodern and culturally representative conceptualization of psychoanalytic sexual 
theory; however, discussion also addressed possible reductionism and essentialism inherent in assuming a "primary" 
vs. "secondary" oedipal configuration. Newer generations in an ever-evolving postmodem cultural context are 
expressing wider fluidity in sexual and gender identity and expression and are moving away from the modem scientific 
constructs of labels and categories. These socio-psychological shifts may be seen and appreciated within the 
"kaleidoscope" and interplay of primary and secondary oedipal configurations yet may also simultaneously conflict, 
particularly in reference to transgender and transsexual experience, individuals who identify as queer or bisexual, and 
with individuals with same-sex parents. In conclusion, this colloquium presentation contributed to psychoanalytic 
dialogue, treatment implications and discourse on the subject of a most meaningful and core aspect of psychic Iife, and 
left the door open for further exploration of the diversity of sexual experience. 


